bloodshed and misery/
This attitude has thriven on a belief that the
Hindus can easily be overawed. The self-restraint
which the Gandhian policy has imposed on the Con-
gress Hindus, who form the majority of politically-
minded Hindus in the country, is taken as weakness.
In the Congress antagonism to British government
and its policy of non-co-operation, Disruptionism
finds its greatest opportunity.
The national movement in India started with two
fixed ideas: First, that Hindu-Muslim antagonism is
the creation of British rule; Secondly, that it is pos-
sible to remove that antagonism by spontaneous efforts
on the part of the two communities in order to wrest
power from Britain. This attitude, though it has
proved ineffective, is being believed by a large num-
ber of men of ability and discrimination in 'this coun-
try and is accepted by millions of Hindus as a self-
evident truth.
These ideas in the minds of peace-loving Hindus
have led them to make offers of an ever-growing
character which have whetted the appetite of Muslim
communalism. So long as Muslim communalism
believes, and not without reason, that it is possible to
extract more favourable terms from the Hindus by
either overawing them or by playing upon their
desire of getting rid of foreign bondage, it will never
be in a mood to come to any permanent settlement.
The Hindu-Muslim question is not a two-sided
question. It is a triangle, as aptly described by
Mr. Ashok Mehta. Many complications have been
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